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PHiLosoPHY IN CYBER-SPACE

It really is all One, and through the website
we are reaching more and more of it. The
interconneciedness of the creation, even in
the cyber-physical, is quite fascinating, TFor
in May alone we received visits from
Ciermany, France, Turkey, Romania, Malta and
the US Military (1), as well as more common
areas such as Austealia, Uk, Souwth Africa and
LUSA (civilian).

People have found the website using all

Insianse,

sorts ol scarch criteria, ineluding terms such
as "Seattle Vedania™ and
Venezuela™, Our hosting service provides us
with an impressive amount of data and we
can also tell what hour of the day and day of
the week people are visiting, which is very
helpful for pauging the effectiveness of
advertising. We do not, however, collect
personal details,

“art education

The overall usage of the site is climbing
steadily. The popularity of the “Thought of
the Day” o,
subscriptions having doubled so far this year,
Two questions are commeonly asked about this
service: how are the quotes chosen and are
they sent by some automatic means?

emails continues  to

Mot guite.

Each morning the “webmaster”

pets up
before dawn, makes his wife a cup of 1ea,
sits down in front of the computer and

“pauses”. A wide range of material is available
from printed sources, email subscription lists
from other orpanisations and material offered
by students. Out of all this,
presents itself to the mind as appropriate. This
is then sent.

something

Technically, the quotes and email
addresses are now stored on a database,
which enables “one click™ dispatch to all
subscribers and, in theory, avoids duplications.

The range of sources has become quite
wide and it has been a point of note that
anecdotal feed-back indicates that while
enjoving the service, subscribers always feel
that some quotes are better than others, yet
the “favourite™ quote is different from person
to person.
thousand facers.

As ever, the truth manifests in 2

Sugpestions for improvements and
.z:nhnm::mcntﬁ arc EIWH},’E— “"‘E!I:{]mfd.l aAs EIS-
material that might be vseful for “Thought of
the Day"”.

[(Matrber Roseoe, “Welawarter™)

“Since philosophy is defined by all men as love of wisdom ...
and wisdom is the contemplation of the divine, then certainly the
purpose of philosophy is knowledge of the divine.”

Marsitia Ficine
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SUnNDAY ScHooL

by Swe Andrearien

Sunday at 7:50 a.m. - all is serene and quiet at 27 Esplanade Road....

Then the cars start arriving and another
Sunday School session is under way. The children
range in age from 4'%: years (bright faces, slightly
in awe but penerally enthusiastic) to 13 years
("Oh! do I really have to go o Sunday School
and actually wake up SO UNBELIEVABLY EARLY
O A EUI"';'D;TI’....':I, and the whole range af
attitedes and natures in-between.

At 8.00 am. we are all seated for assembly.
The teacher-in-charge chairs this and encourages
a general discussion on a variety of topics, and
gradually the eyes brighten and smiles creep in.
The groups are divided between pirls and boys,
and into three ape proups. Tutors look after each
group and organise a variety of activities through
till midday when the children are collected. FEach
Sunday, the happiness evident by the end of the
morning is very obvious - both for stedents and
ELItors.

As tutor for the 51 Gids proup (aged 10-13),
our morning would start with some philosophy
material and everyone would be encouraged to
contribute to the discussion. Next is PE. - at
present two members of the Youth Group take
this and the girls return looking bright-eyed -
sleepy no longer!  Afier morning tea we have a
varied programme:  sometimes ecrafts and
needlework, or learning about a person from
history - Joan of Arc is our eurrent topic. We
enjoy theatresports and other games, and have
dramatised scenes from the scriptures and

Shﬂktﬁ]'!'l:ﬂn: which we have performed for the
rest of the Sunday School.

Onece a term we have a residential weekend,
usually av 268 West Taumaki Road. We head off
for 4 day’s adventure on the Saturday, such as
canoeing on the Puho! River or tramps through
the Hunua and Waitakere Ranges, including
sandbank-sliding nesr Piha. Sometimes we head
for the Kavaeranyra Valley for the weekend and
stay in the Forest Education Camp there,
Everyone loves this and enjoys the opportunity
to escape the city and live amongst the bush and
the elements.

Some people guery the reason for Sunday
School. Perhaps its importance is in giving the
youngsters a glimpse of the real world and the
happiness derived from good company. This
memory will enrch their lives in time o come.

Note: The School of Philosophy Sunday
School is open to children of parents who have
begun to establish the principles and practices
of the School in their daily lives. All expressions
of interest from new families are welcome and
should be referred w the Headmaster, Mr Robert
Woods (Ph: 520-6607 evps)

DAYTIME PHILOSOPHY
ONE Group

The morning began with a clear sky and
a temperature of 6"C but this did not chill
the enthusiasm on the commencement of
the first day-time classes to be held in the
Auckland School for the Philosophy

I nLr l'.H'J LT Ly Course.

Although the group is relatvely small (rwo
gents, eight ladies), 9.30-11.45 am on Tuesdays
at 27 Fsplanade Road has proven a good time
of day o explore philosophical questons. In
fact the small size of the group allows plenty
of opportunity to discuss the marterial and
conversations are lively and enthusiastic.

Two of the students have children
attending Ficino School and all have shown
interest in the morning activities of the
children as they move through the villa.

A welcome interlude for the class is
morning tea, provided by Mrs Hertha Harang
with her wsual cheerfulness.

Another advantage is that there are now
three options of attendance for all
Philosophy One students — Tuesday morning
and evening and Thursday evening — and
due to the success of this first venture, it is
intended that the day-time class will contdnue
next Lerm.
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WHy Do WE Neep Law AT ALL?

This is a question that seems too obvious to be asked. Yet it is
perhaps more remarkable that no-one really considers it, at a time
when the passage of new legislation or the pronouncements of Judges

lead to L]iSL‘[uif:t or debate.

"art of the answer is that law exists to
enabile mankind to pursue Happiness. The
true object of all life is to realise our true
pature, which is full of happiness. 1t there is
any dondi of this, look into the face of a baby,
unrullled by  mental “sophistication™.
BWlacksione declared that pursuing happiness
was an aspect of the Divine will ol which
human law should be but a reflection.

How does this work, then? Mundane life
i idriven by desires Fese Tovndd, PORBCERIONS,
||-|q||n||t.l|1|u, [Deslves are ol necessarily
Wi
ptherwise mocone would work, have families
lovwever, trombile staris when

they power activity in the worrlil,

people elaim whar they wam {or themselves,
at the expense of the rest of the workd,  Law
stands an o regulator, 1o channel human

ilesires s that hife can be !'Ili'=".l't|.
People pather
o AN apen space with a ball and want to

Conabder a roghy pame.

have lan, The salslaciion ol ::i:|1|-:.'=-'.~i|_'.' l‘.i-;:l-‘.iug
it wrownd is shorelived,  FHlowever, once one
mpomes the rules of the game, the competition
of teams, even the time limit on the match,
the possibilities for enjoyment magnify, and
can be repeated endlessly.

[ low, then, does this function of law work
out in practice? This is firstly answered by
imagining what would happen if no law
powerned society at all. The Earl of Clarendon

pul it eleatly:

“The law is the standard and guardian of
our liberty; it circumscribes and defends it;
hut 1o imagine Liberty without Law is to
inagine every man with his sword in his hand
tiv destroy him who is weaker than himself;
and that would be no pleasant prospect to
ihese who cry out most for Liberty.™

Secondly, it i worth realising thar, in most

areas of life, law prescribes what we cannot
da, yet otherwise lets us do what we ke, We
retain our freedom apart from those things which
affect the freedom of others. For instance, it is
lawful to make a contract with almost anyone,
[uﬂl‘ﬂ!iﬂing almost any conditions, if the pﬂt‘liE?z
agree. Exceptions exist where there is a lack of
menial cﬂpﬂcitj', Of an in:qua]it_'r' of I:mrgnining
power, “The essential freedom of the individual
is the distinetive feature of legal systems derived
from Foglish law, and is founded on the Anglo-
Saxodn view of a community of free men. It is
perhaps no accident that the Commuonwealth
jurisdictions have been among the most
palitically stable in modern history.

In large measure, we already enjoy the
fruits of life under law. Custom and everyday
usage are as much a part of law as Statutes
are. They already keep the fabric of society
together in innumerable ways. We take for
granted that water will flow from our taps,
that children have schools to go to, and that
(to a greater or lesser degree!) cars will 1~:|:~|:[1
to the left side of the road.
Cﬂupera:imn and consensus, not tyrannous
compulsion. One has only 1o lock at
examples of the breakdown of these habits
of goodwill, such as in Somalia or Sierra
Leone, to see how Ffar our hnppiness ig ﬂltﬂid}'
accorded us.

This is due to

Still, our lives are bound about with
regulation, some of which does not seem to
make life more cheerful. When next
confronted by an issue of law or puhr:].', it
might be worth asking the question: Where
in this does Happiness lie?

(Thir article was conirilbuted by Simon
Lawrent, AAnckland Barrister awd member of
the Sehool. It ir @ rammation of a talk be gave
o the Open Day in Mareh on "The Law -
Evelving, Revalving, or Devolving®.)
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kieino Sehool

A TIDE IN THE AFFAIRS OF

Young MEN

Reviewed by Simon Laurent

JIJHUE CEIUE’&I, by William Shakespeare
Director:
Performed at St Barnabas Church, Mt Eden,
by a cast of 10 to 12 year old pupils
ot Ficino School from 21 — 23 June

Hamish Hudson

Jutins Cavsar 15 a huge story = the fall of

statesmen, the divizion of a republic that
would soon become the mightiest empire in
the ancient world,
themes is honour and the nobility
lts characters display pomposity,
ambition and brotherhood,

One of its prevailing
of action.

=nvy,

The achievement of the boys of the Ficino
senior school was to bring those qualities to
life and allow one to enter that targer, political
Michael Wyatt was an imperious and
self-absorbed Caesar who paid deatly for
listening to the flattery of the Roman mob.
Karun Saxena playved the lean and hungry
schemes of

arcna.

Cassivs, whose violence and

conspiracy led to death by his own hand. The
speech of Mark Antony which
inspired riots after Caesar’s
assassination
delivered by Edward Brundli.
The most tragic role, Brutus,

was ably

lay with Tarun Patel who
displayed the melancholy and
I.||H]L1it'! of “the noblest

Last b
by no means least, Lewis Clark
and Tashi Buchi gave poignant

Roman of them all™.

performances as Calpurnia and
Portia — the only female paris
in this
Shakespeare's plays.

MosL l]lil!-itkl]i."l‘.' irt

From lely
It is the words that do the

work in  Shakespeare, if

From left: Douglas Bamber (Metellus),
Tarun Patel (Brutus)

The text, derived from a
shotrtened version from 5t James School in
London, was edited by
whose work with the boys on speech and
action was so evident on stage, And what a
stage it was, its pillars and archway blending
with the beautiful intedor of St Barnabas church
to draw one into the brutal and majestic world
of the end of the Roman Republic.

presented aright,

director Hamish Hudson

(Thiz is the fowrth Nhakespeare

hradnction

rénce Ficimn Sehos! war -:'rf.*ifliﬂr.f.-.‘-",'r'rf iH |r.':-'.""?..-i

Alexander Frost (Strato), Alexander Mewenham {Casca), Furt

Bassett I:'r.IIIII:l:l,, Vidwrard Bramdi Aark -""-'“1':'”]:'. koaran Sazend {_'I' ;|:~'.i'.':.'_:._
laron Patel (Brums) and Michael Wyatt - the slain Caesar)
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THE FiciNOo BALL

SHERATON BALLROOM, 17* AUGUST 2001
An Evening Not To Be Missed

Yex, its that time again! The Friends of Ficinos major social event of the year, the Ball, is
vapidly approaching and we hope you have marked this date on your calendar. If you have
not already done so, spread the word around your friends and family - this is a great night out.
It is not o lare w ger 2 group together and take a table for 10; however, even if you are there
ot your own you will be amongst such a friendly group of people you will be assured of a
wonderful evening.

Supporting science in the Ficino School is the primary fund-raising focus of the ball this
vear and ‘The Friends hope to make a considerable contribution towards scientific equipment
lor the benefit and enjoyment of the children at Ficino. However raising funds is not the main
ubjective of the ball: what we really want is for everyone to have a fun night. Past experience
tells us this is always assured, with the high quality venuve, good food, the best of company and
a great band, and who knows, there may be the odd ‘scientific wonder” on display on the night
o aeled 10 your enjoyment.

We have managed 1o keep the price of the Ball tickets the same as last year, $85-00 per
person, This price again includes a glass of champagne on arrival, four bottles of wine on each
tuble, juice on request, a ser ved three-course dinner and an entertaining band.

During the evening there will be an auvction of a select few items, a gourmet food hampetr
callle and spot prizes, Tickets went on sale from the 18% July, but can be booked now through
the Ficino School ollice with Leah Asbton.

We Ik (orwand W seeing you there — COME AND HAVE A BALL!

“There is, at the surface, infinite variety of things;
at the centre there is simplicity and unity of cause.”

Fwrerson

CHANGE OF TRUSTEES

Due to the pressure of his business and other community service commitments, Mr Robert
Woods has tendered his resignation as a trustee of the Ficino Eduveational Trust after nearly five
years of Joyal service to the School. From its inception Mr Woods has been a tireless supporter
ol the School and there is much gratitude for his selfless contributions.

Mr Woods® resignation has given rise to a review of the constitution and work-load of the
Board of Trustees and, as a result, Mrs Elizabeth Wall and Mr Robert Sutherland have been
appointed to the Board.

Mrs Wall, a wife and mother, is a JP and has been active for many years in sports
sdministration, coaching and community service, Mr Sutherland, husband, father and grandfather,
airman and sailor, is a business consultant with long service in the international airline industry
as a flight engineer, flight operations and safety supervisor and as a training administrator,

Both the new trustees bring with them the fruits of an active and mature interest in education
and community service.
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St1. JAMES ScHooLs FounbpING
HEADMASTER viIsITS FiciNO ScHooL

Ever since the Ficino School opened its doors in 1997, we have
enjoyed great interest from visitors associated with the St James Schools
in London. In March of this year, however, we were especially delighted
to welcome Mr and Mrs. Debenham on their first visit to New Zealand.

Mr Debenham is the Founding
Headmaster of St. James, which 15 the
FHIJ!'I-!'EHH Sister School of the growing number
of Renaissance Schools around the world.

Mr Broadwith, our own Headmaster,
began his teaching career on Mr Debenham’s
staff in the carly cighties.

Mr Debenham’s presence at Ficino was
of great bencht to us all. His fnendly, tathetly

From left: John Hudson, Mrs Debenham, Mr Broadwith,

and direct encouragement of the teachers, and
the many other helpers which make up the
Ficino School, was very welcome. The
children had the pood fortune to be addressed
by M: Debenham in three assemblies on
successive days. At the first of these the junior
classes were reminded of the Unity of the Self
and delighted in that. Mr Debenham  spent
tme generously in every class and at the end
of his stay addressed parents and School of
Philq:-r-{:ph}' students at 2 }i.]']t‘{'.i‘;l,l evening
meeting,

Throughout his stay it was evident from
his words and example how uncomplicated
and clear the art ot teaching can be. As he
1J|.}!-'|;'I"'.'L‘I'J il'l 0N I]Il_'l_‘l.i.]'lﬁi "|"'r[n-:-l lERE!tEi’ﬁ ATeE
just rather good people, but you learn a lot
from a man that way &nd it may be very
helpful indeed.”

As Mr Debenham enlightened us with some
of the inside experience of the ecarly days of
the St
Schools, we were In
no doubt as o how

Jﬂ]‘l'lt!'\.

fortunate we are in
the circumstances
and facilities with
which we have
been provided here
in Auckland., As
one of the younger
schools 1o the
Renaissance group,
we have benefited
enormously  from
the dedication

andwork put In I.:]r

Mr Debenham, Amber Brady

Mr Debenham and all those who embarked
with him on this great venture of teaching

according to a more natural order of things.

Although quietly in the background
throughout most of the wvisit, it was evident
how much Mrs Debenham provided the
measure, care and support so essential to the
task which her husband carnies out. Needless
to say, we all wished them a very happy
holiday for the rest of their stay in New
Zealand. We hope that we may host them
agrain in Auckland one day.
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MinD-Bobpy
MEDICINE

Earlier this ycar a number of students
attended a fascinating and informative lecture
given at 27 Esplanade Road, Mt Eden by Dr
Craig Hassed, GP and student of the Melbourne
School of Philosophy. Dr Hassed was visiting
lamily in Auckland during Sabbatical leave from
Mclbourne University, where he is a Senior
l.ecturer in the Monash University Department
ol Community Medicine and General Practice.

Entitled “The Body is the Shadow of the
Soul”™, the lecture covered many aspects, too
numerous to set out in detail, but subject matter
included spirituality and health, stress and
cancer, depression in the new millennium,
humouwr — is it good for }Im“._.‘ the henelits of
meditation, the influence on the siate of health
ol persanality, and the inlluence ol penetic
(aciors on disease. FEach Ihliil' WK '-IIII11:|}'
Mustrated with clear, simple charts shown as
slides and D Hassed Helded many t[l.ll.'ﬁl.'li:lm'-
i r.tl'lﬂll.l‘l{l‘ sy lor the |:Ij|' person Lo
undlerstand,

A vEry e resiing l::E'riC Wiks
pavehonewroimmunology, which is a field of
schence detatling what we have known for a
lisng time = that the stae of mind affects the
wiple IhI 1|“_‘ [FARRRARNANLS !'i!.ﬁ".'!'l'l. ":':""lll:] lhE ajd ﬂr
clharts and diagrams, it wag explained how this

wirks.

Dr Hassed (MBBS FRAGCP) was trained in
medicine at Melbourne University and
pracdluaied in 1984, His subsequent work as a
doetor led him down a general practice stream
with an emphasis on counselling, mind-body
mdicine and meditation, Since the late 1980s
he has been instrumental in introducing these
and topics such as stress management and
holistic and integrative medicine approaches
tes under-graduate and post-graduate medical
cducation.

D¢ Hassed's book “New Frontiers in
Medicine — The Body as the Shadow of the
Soul™, is available in the Auckland School's
ook Shop.

ELIJAH

It was dusk on Sunday, 6 May. The
air was still, heavy with the scent of damp

autumn leaves scattered in the grounds
of the Holy Trinity Cathedral, Parnell.

Mendelssohn's “Elijah™, a favourite
with choirs around the world, was about
to be sung by the Auckland Choral Society
Choir, combined with others, in the
adjacent St Mary's in Holy Teinity which
beckoned both performers and guests
alike through wide open doors. Inside,
the warmth of the exquisite 19" century
wooden interior merged with the
unrestrained welcome from the ladies and
gentlemen serving as wshers,

Founded in 1855, the Auckland Choral
Socicty is Mew Zealand’s longest surviving
aris organisation, with 150 performing
members who sing a wide repertoire of
choral favourites, great masterworks and
new music for Auckland audiences every
yeat. It also has an unbroken tradition of
presenting Handel’s “Messiah™ every
Christmas.

We took our places facing the altar
and waited for the organist to take his, to
be followed by the soloists who would
stand just above and facing us, and lastly
Peter Watts, the Conductor, who would
lead ws with his characteristic boundless
enthusiasm and flair,

In those guiet moments the open heart
received the strength of the combined
choirs and congregation, the perfume of
aged wood, the beauty of the
embroidered and prepared altar cloth, the
golden cross, Christian symbol of the ever-
present  love of God pervading
everywhere, and the profusion of
delicately arranged flowers.

The rich sounds of the organ began,
filling the church, and the powerful story
of “Elijah" was heralded and sung in full
voice and majesty.

by Joy Bell
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Book REVIEW

“The Royal Law —
Source of our Freedom Today”

By Leslie Blake

Published by Shepheard-Walwyn
(Publishers) Ltd

This nicely presented, well researched
book focuses on the words of the English
Coronation Service and how important for
our civil liberties the words of the service
are. 1t does this under four main headings:
government, monarchy, sovereignty, and
coronation, and includes as an appendix
the form and order of Queen Elizabeth 1%
Coronation,

“The Royal Law"” is a very timely
publication. In recent years the British
Royal Family has been under intense public
scrutiny, with many questions asked as to
its relevance in the modern age. In this
book, Leslie Blake focuses on the true
function of the Monarch, showing that there
is government behind government, with a
greater purpose and permanence than the
changing spectrum of party political strife.

The title of the book comes from that
part of the Coronation Service wherein the
Bible is presented to the Monarch, with the
words “Here is [Fisdom: This is the royal
Taw; These are the lively Oracler of Goa.”

Leslie Blake is a London barrster, writer
and lecturer on legal and constitutional
affairs and also a long standing member of
the School of Economic Science, parent
body of the School of Philosophy. This is
his fifth book and it is available in the
School’s Book Shop.

“RBooks are a finer world
within the world”

Alexauder Soithk, 1863

older and wiser

Always there
Sitting, watching
Never judging
At peace with the encircling |

A lifetime of stories behind you
and now, no-one to hear you tell
How it was
How we were to your wise eyes.

Short on memory
Long on patience
Antithesis to rage, counter to mania
A reminder of quieter times

Above
Finally with one beloved
Leaving others
Behind to mourn.

Grandma
What secrets in that white head
Have you taken to
Share with the angels?

Rest well,
Mother of generations
Sleep well
where you belong.

IFritier by Anne Russell an /e occarion
of ber grandwotbers parring
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OdUr SENSE
OF WONDER

I have been thinking what a marvellous
weilt this ability is.

I can’t imagine that other than humans
have this ability and yet we meet many who
scemn totally devoid of this gift.

It seems to be another of those aspects
that grow with use and decline when our own
scnse of self and self-importance interferes

with 1ts m-:pmssinn.

How common is it for us o think we don'’t
have time to waste on admiring or
contemplating the commonplace, yet how a
chord is struck whenever we sec a very young
child display this attribute spontaneously, and
apparently unconsciously, when watching an

animal or ]t_mlc:ing at a flower.

When we experience a Sense of Wonder
it can momentarily distance us from the

cntrapment of selt-importance and the & 17

concern of wur]d]}' affairs.

Life at that moment can feel like an ©
adventure, with so much to be discovered S

and understood.

Our world and ourselves at those times
can become very large.

Perhaps we don't always treasure this gift
as we could.

Many of ws seem to have particular
interests where our Sense of Wonder is
consistently stimulated. For example, my
mother finds it with flowers and the garden
bt for myself it 15 in the world of minerals
with its wvariety of colour and perfect
peometrical shapes.

It matters not that it is “this” for one and £

“that™ for another. Our Sense of Wonder,
however it is primed, our observance and

awcknowledgement of beauty in form, is an it

vcho and reminder of the inner beauty of
Self.

by Brett Neilren

Climbing Trees

O warm scented pines, sharply rising

In the summer air

Like tall ragged ships
That roll and bend

Gently on the surge

That hiss of high winds and seas
Though you have not felt them
Ever green

O how I've wished to climb you
The boys that have wished to climb
Up up up into the green arms
And rough quiet
The creak soft
Firm muscled movement
Up into the solitude of high places
The ship mast, the crow's nest,

And stand all alone — head thrilling
by Howizh Hudron

'MAGNETS mn Awum :

dn we d.m:nve: I]:m prr:emn&.:
;.e-.pa:mmutr talked of by the wise? Thn secret
s 10 dﬁ-ﬁhﬂlﬁﬁ the magnet « nf the atmi 3

. Sm‘mw‘ al'.'tmn and umr}! w:lurgc up H'r: mul
'su that on our. journey. through life we
: 'czpcmm:n attraction to mu:l fepulmun ﬁnm i
.:evﬁwthmg in 'EHE world. :
i Hﬁwm&mwﬁvﬂfditimﬂ b:ma.dcsmlght
; ﬁm.ﬂ:hﬂemwuﬂyhﬁrgpuﬂadnﬂmm-;
by th-;nmgm:tuhf the world? 1f we are made
:mml we can shoot ntraigh:: mwm:ls OUE tarpet -

Hﬁuuum an‘; tht. pﬂtﬂlﬁs usc& by adentmu _
"_tn hit the 1 nucless ¢ of atoms. They tried shooting
positive jons at atoms first but they were HJEWE}'H :
- deflected befure mcmng the core. By using
. neutral neusmns the pnru:i: r:mam:d :
'_'_unaffm:tr:d h}.r p&&utw# m’ negﬂmrt: chﬂigﬁ*s, ;

':-'th-:tti:-;r itting its m-gm.

f-.ﬂus wﬂﬂd £0 ﬂmr when Gnd H-EH ua -tﬂ'l mu:s# -
- 1h;:r¢ shall l:ne, rm Waﬂrmg. EHoEa -
gT hr m!wi- h-'! aubamitizd .h Eﬂ{rﬁﬂ# Cewmr,'.;
By :; ; L :M.ufm‘.t of the Wellingeon Schaol whe bar
B m.m’.nf ﬂ.e:r_!ﬁ'.diud ‘.t@m‘b ﬁﬂﬂp mw.r,.l Q

o
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LiTERACY AND LANGUAGE

The importance of literacy, and
particularly its decline, is again
being reviewed in our education
system, as are literacy levels in
society as a whole.

Having been involved with Adult Literacy
Schemes over the last 12 years, and observing
how absolutely necessary it is to raise and
maintain high levels of literacy, 1 shall
endeavour to present a view about this from
a worldly and philosophical perspective.

First, what is literacy? English dictionaries
give as its meaning “the condition or quality
of being literate™ and literate as “being able tw
read and write”, “a
letter of the alphabet”, Jitterarins “of the
clements of reading and writing”, /frfferate
“learnedly, cleverly”. In Sanskrit the word
literacy can be traced back to g#&rbara, meaning
“a syllable, letter, word, sound” and also “the
imperishable, The Supreme Spirit”. In Vedic
Shastra, letters and words are known as none
other than The Supreme 3pint manifested, and
O mean Donc 15 tO mean tl"l.{ 'I:lT.'I"I.ET.'.

In the Bhagavad Gita, the Lord Shn
Krishna says, “Of letters the letter A am 1, and
drandra |dual] of all compounds™ [Gite, Ch.
10:33); *...of words 1 am the one-syllable
‘Om’ * (Ch 10:25). The Mandukya Upanishad
says “The letter Om is all this™ (Ch. 7).

So how is literacy defined twoday? UNESCO
says that a person is literate when he has
acquired the essential knowledge and skills
which enable him to engage in all those
activities in which literacy is required for
effective functioning in his group and
eommunity, and whose attainment in reading,
writing and arithmetic make it possible for

In Latin we get fittera,

him to continue to use these skills toward his

own and the community’s development.

The Australian Council for Adult Literacy
says literacy involves the integration of
listening, speaking, writing and critical

by Selwyn Daniels

thinking. Other countries, including New
Zealand, give similar definitions.

There are two words which are often
mentioned in conjunction with low reading and
writing ability. The first is “dyslexia”, which
simply comes from “dys” meaning “bad,
difficulty with” and “lexis”, meaning “word,
speech”. We also get fecioon, meaning *“word-
book, dictionary”. Dyslexia basically means
difficulty with reading and it can be a misused
term. 1f this label, especially with its ncpative
connotatons, is ascribed to a person who just
needs some extra tutoring in reading or writing,
then that label has to be eventually removed.
There is a condition which could be called a
true dyslexic state, bur this is a specialised field.

The second word is “illiteracy™, which ecan
also have its negative connotations. Diyslexia
and illiteracy as names or labels are best used
with caurion,

Recently, the results of a2n international
survey on adult literacy were published in the
local newspapers and given prominence in
television and radio news programmes. World-
wide, the results were disappointing and of
some concern. A random sample of 4,223 New
Zealand adults aged 16 — 65 years in their own
homes was used. New Zealand results were
almost equivalent with most countries. What
stood out was that one adult in every five in
this country has insufficient English skills to
meet the demands of every-day life.

Literacy basically means Reading, Wrinng
and Numeracy, or the three “R%" as we known
them. Of the three "R%", Mr MacLaren
(founder of the London School of Economic
Science) said, “A third of the universe depends
on grammar and writing, a third depends on
speech and song, and a third depends on
arithmetic”, and by cutting out one or two
you cut out that part of the universe.

The ways in which these situations of low
literacy levels arise are many. Most of the
situations contributing to this present state
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have been written about, invesﬂgat:d,
rescarched and studied at University level, but
the effect of sanrkara (predisposition from
past experience} must not be forgoten.
Literacy in its widest sense means spelling,
reading, writing, words, pronunciation,
numbers, and hence communication by the

use of language, cither written or oral.

In 1977 Miss Dorine van Oyen, a member

of the London 3chool, said the following in a
lecture delivered to the Economic Faculty:

“In the sonnd of

language owe finds  the

literacy. Words rule our lives. They can be
verbal servants for pood or otherwise,
depending on how they are used, and if
anyone’s vocabulary or literacy competency is
limited (remember the 1 in 5) then the inability
to use these social servants will contmbute o a
lowering of vitality and happiness in 2 nation.

There are many Adult Literacy schemes
in this country and throughout the world, and
in New Zealand there are also a number of
E.5.0.L. S5chemes (English for Speakers of
Other Languages). Both teceive some funding

and the rutors are mostly

characteristic of a wation

Fawghage as ipoken
reflects the nature of ihe
Haltion o peapler
sfeaking it e ihis
matwre  ir  constantly

“The teacher on one side,
the pupil on the other side,
knowledge between,
discourse joining them.”

- (Taittiriva Upanishad 1:600;3)

volunteers. [ have seen
students” outlook on life
change, their esteem
lifted, relationships
change, and seen them
engage in activities they
would never  have

chauging, 10 does the
fanwguage, thongh  some
traits of wmational character remain for a long
fime, Canveriely, rirengly
inflnences the peeple wsing i awd tewds to
presérve attiteder and formis a_lf pieir.  Thege
continaal  changer alter the rounds of the
alphabet {which are the basic swbstance of the
langnage), the formation of woerds and the
meanings ascribed to them"

f.-mgﬂ.:.lgr

She added that “Speech is a natural gift
yet it comes to the individual through tradition
tor he has o learn all his words™.

From these quotes it is obvious that the
alphabet, and its formation into words and
sounds, 15 the corner-stone of language and

o I R e T T
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thought possible, simply
through improved literacy. It does require
patience and care on the tutor's part, which
does not always meet with success, but no
effore 1s wasted.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the
part that the School has played in my role as
an adult literacy mtor. The study and learming
of the Sanskrit language has given me an insight
into how language really works., It is important
to pass it on and not keep 1t tor oneself.
(Yedwyn is o member of the Norid NShore Adndt
Literacy Schewrs Inc. and bar been iwforing for the
past 12 years, He bas been Hre editor of the Schence’s
wontbly mewsietter for 10 years anmd bas served on
itr commitiee dnring Hhad tiwse )
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PHILOSOPHY

FOR TODAY

A practical approach to wisdom.

A twelve week course which presents simple, practical means of finding direction amidst the change
and vneertainty of modern day living No previous study of philosophy is necessary.

You are welcome, regardless of age, occupation, background or beliefs. This is not an academic or
historical study of philosophy, but a practical course which presents the great teachings of past and
present in a manner relevant to daily life.

Students have the opportunity to tackle those simple but profoundly challenging guestions, such as:
+ Who am I?
» What 1z wisdom?
« What is Truth?
« How do 1 gain peace of mind?
Those attending are encouraged to apply what is presented each week and offer abservations from
their own experience. The emphasis is discovery through direct experience. This quickly develops
awareness and self-confidence, which are of immediate practical value. Continuing courses are available.
This twelve week course runs from 7.45pm o 10.00pm on Tuesday and Thursday evenings
and from 9.30am on Tuesdays at 27 Esplanade Road, Mt Eden. You can vary your time of
attendance. Enrolments are taken from 7.15pm on the first evening and from %am on
Tuesday 11 September.
Fees are §95 including GST (850 non-earning students)

Term commences:

Tuesday 11 September and Thursday 13 September 2001
Enguirics welcome — Phone 009 638-7577
www.pliflosophy.school.nz

School of Philosophy (Auckland) Inc.

A repistered chavitable orpanisation, Fstabliched 1961,

Hamiilton r-.l.'.:.u.n"rf.l'r Phaose 0OF K29-5395

Celebraring 40 years in Auckland

Wr: weicume c-:}ntrlbutll::-ns m this newsletttr.

For enqguities contact ERE
I'-{ar]]],n Marshall: Ph ::r'I"E"vEﬁ#ﬁ Fax. 5'?"5' ?55# FEITBJJ marilyn. marshill@sttgjnhﬂ.} net *
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